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	Good
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	Poor

	Structure including logical sequence; adherence to format structure and submission guidelines
	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation: Quality and maturity of expression (appropriate for audience) spelling and grammar
	
	
	
	
	

	Clarity of objectives (possibly in the form of hypotheses, but only if appropriate to research topic) lines of argument and questions posed
	
	
	
	
	

	Degree of knowledge and understanding of the field of study


	
	
	
	
	

	Degree of critical analysis of relevant published works

	
	
	
	
	

	Appropriateness of the design of the research process, methods of data collection and data analysis
	
	
	
	
	

	Demonstration of ability to synthesise, select and critically analyse appropriate/relevant data
	
	
	
	
	

	Credibility, reliability and validity of data: findings to be based on that data
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality and credibility of conclusions drawn; conclusions related to objectives; credibility (in terms of depth, completeness and validity) of conclusions
	
	
	
	
	

	Implications drawn from research, limitations and areas for further research explored
	
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate selection and citation of references

	
	
	
	
	


	RESUBMISSION

General comments and areas for improvement
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Date:


	Academic integrity action:

None necessary

Marks adjusted

Referred to AI Officer
	Mark:


The above form is the undergraduate dissertation assessment form. It is a very well crafted form and it explicitly raises many of the pertinent issues thesis examiners would implicitly raise. However, implicit to the above form are a number of points, which I explicitly comment on below. I therefore want to add these points below for your consideration to save us time. Some of these points, not necessarily in order of importance are:

1. Modest acknowledgements: in the graduate theses, mention only a handful of people in very conservative English. This is to stop you appearing silly to your examiner. If you mention too many people, to me, at least, it would look silly. Undergraduate theses are not supposed to have acknowledgements and are not supposed to name their supervisor.

2. Do not plagiarize your bibliography as it will show up on turnitin. You do NOT want a high turnitin score or a large amount in red(= copy). A common trick in days of old was to take potions of a paper’s bibliography and claim them as one’s own. If you do that, it will show up on your turnitin report. You do not want your thesis going to the AI (academic integrity) board.
3. Before the examiner see you dissertation, it is given a Turnitin check, which gives a good indication of the degree of similarity it has with other works. This can indicate the degree to which it has plagiarized the work of others.
4. If your Turnitin report (or anything else) indicates plagiarism, your dissertation will most likely go to a stage 2 hearing to ascertain if you plagiarized and, if so, how much. A stage two meeting could decide to give you a much lower mark than you would otherwise have got or to send it to a stage 3 meeting, which would be much more serious and potentially fatal to you. Your best protection is to avoid anything that might smack of plagiarism by working harder to do the work yourself.

5. Make sure to read the relevant rules concerning academic integrity and related matters.

6. Literature review: at least two recent articles in reputable sources. In the early stages, this is what you must put in order. You must also ensure you can replicate them (or some other paper). A good literature review lays a good but not sufficient foundation for a thesis. It shows that you know what you are talking about. The literature should be written, at least in draft form, in the earlier part of your dissertation period.

7. Past theses as measuring stick; acknowledge if appropriate. It is important that you look over past dissertations which are available for loan at the front office. These will give you a (very rough) feel for what is expected as well as helping you to see the expected format your dissertation should take.

8. explicitly state the sources of your originality. In other words, spell out clearly what you have done that is new. A dissertation is supposed to add something new to the existing body of knowledge. More often than not, you will be examining new data with an existing method. State clearly where you dissertation adds value.

9. Hannah Searle can give you some pointers and leads on data collection through Datastream etc.

10. Data collection and methodology: it is important to sort this out sooner rather than later. You do not want to be in the position that you cannot get the data your dissertation demands or you cannot do what is required of you with the data. That is why you are better recognizing these issues in the early stages when you still have time to amend.
11. First off, spell out your method, preferably in formula form. Then see what data you need to use your formulas. Be sure to comment on and allow for missing data, anomalies and the like. Also be sure to stabilize the variance if using time series and to do the other transformations statistical and econometric theory dictate.

12. Although surveys are acceptable for undergraduate dissertations, they are usually unacceptable in post graduate dissertations in the general finance area.

13. Addresses issues: Address the topic you choose and ground your study in the relevant literature.

14. Show you understand the concepts/theory involved in your study.

15. Ensure the literature review is directly linked to the study in question.

16. Presentation, structure and flow: Even if your English is decidedly non native, ensure it is easy to follow and has no typographical errors a spell check can pick up. Tie your literature review into the study, clearly spell out your methodology and base it on previous work, clearly spell out the model you are using as well as criticisms thereof.

17. Independence of thought/value added: You can only add value if you are grounded in orthodoxy. Do nothing radical and back up all you say and do with references.

18. I would be concerned with degrees of freedom and other standard problems formula (3) on page 19 might give rise to.

19. Appropriate referencing: make your referencing system consistent. Use the most credible references you can; try to minimize the use of Wikipedia, the media or other non academic sources.
20. Although allowance is made for the relatively short time you have to do your dissertation, it is better to be safe than sorry and to make the best possible job you can

21.  Graphs, tables and other aids can help the readability of your dissertation a lot. Think of issues like this when you have structure on it.

22. Avoid stylistic inconsistencies in the use of capitals, referencing and the like (eg VAR VaR).

23. Be careful with quotes and misquotes. Avoid slang English or making statements you cannot substantiate with references.

24. Use appendices like graphs and tables for extra material but do not too make the examiner have to refer to them too often when reading and marking your dissertation.

25. Pay attention to the size of paragraphs and do not make them too long or too short to facilitate reading and marking.

26. The introduction and conclusion will usually be the last pieces you write up. Your aim is to package your work and to make it one, integrated whole. 

27. Your dissertation should show sufficient evidence of depth of research and should have a proper balance in size, emphasis and quality between all sections.

28. If in doubt, go for the orthodox. One has to be careful arguing unorthodox positions without supporting authority.

29. Recent, high quality, relevant references are best.

30. The referencing and bibliography should reflect accuracy and quality.

31. Make sure all citations covered in bibliography and that the bibliography typographically consistent.
Writing a thesis

Method


base on published work already done


jumps from literature review: what you can do


appropriate software


appropriate data


appropriate time to correct and refine

Data


address reasonably early


University or outside sources?


appropriate transformations


missing data issue


general data issues


write up data issues


return to them in the conclusion

Problems


beginning: one page


one page branches out


understanding previous literature


stating your core hypotheses


data, methodology to test your hypotheses


getting a rough outline of your entire thesis

Solutions


keep writing, refining


earlier rather than later

Thesis: Component parts


Literature Review


Theory


Method to check hypotheses within theoretical framework


Data to use method on


Results, resulting shortcomings


Policy implications/further study implications


Introduction


Conclusion

Begin at the literature review


summarize recent articles


get the articles from leading academic journals


identify the key pros and cons of the question you look at


use sub headings and sub sections to make it easier on you

Introduction Conclusion


These are the last pieces you write

Finance Theory Component


The finance theory you look at should be embedded in your lit review


have a lit review sub section on the theory you use


This can be in the lit review or in a separate, adjoining chapter


Finance theory is spelt out in Brealey & Myers etc


As textbooks only review existing material, you must look at academic articles


Generally, you should accept existing theory and look at some problem in the light of that theory.


Your lit review should briefly examine relevant theoretical debates

Newness


Test model on new data


Thesis contributes something new to existing knowledge


newness builds on orthodoxy


literature review spells out orthodoxy


you spell out what orthodox issue you tease out to add newness


in 2 months, you cannot add too much newness

Model


Models are central to theory


Discuss model in theory section


strengths and weaknesses, and in conclusion too


Test model on new data= newness
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